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lose her labour, she knelt down at the threshold, and always put up her
petition to the throne of God. Her devotion she indulged with more
liberty in her private closet. She was very devout to her angel-guardian
and the saints, particularly St John the Evangelist. She was educated
with Agnes, sister to the young landgrave, and upon their first appearing
together at church, they were dressed alike and wore coronets set with
jewels. At their entering the house of God, Sophia, the landgrave's mother,
observing our saint take off her coronet, asked why she did so: to which
the princess replied, that she could not bear to appear with jewels on her
head where she saw that of Jesus Christ crowned with thorns. Agnes and
her mother, who were strangers to such kind of sentiments, and fond of
what Elizabeth trampled upon, conceived an aversion for the young princess,
and said, that since she seemed to have so little relish for a court, a convent
would be the properest place for her. The courtiers carried their reflections
much further, and did all in their power to bring the saint into contempt;
saying, that neither her fortune nor her person was such as the landgrave
had a right to expect, that he had no inclination for her, and that she would
either be sent back to Hungary, or married to some nobleman in the country*
These taunts and trials were more severe and continual, as the landgrave,
Herman, dying when Elizabeth was only nine years old, the government
fell into the hands of his widow, in the name of her son, till he should be
of age. These persecutions and injuries were, to the saint, occasions of
the greatest spiritual advantages: for by them she daily learned a more
perfect contempt of all earthly things.

The saint was in her fourteenth year when Lewis, the young landgrave,
returned home, after a long absence, on account of his education. Address
in martial exercises and other great accomplishments introduced the young
prince into the world with a mighty reputation: but nothing was so
remarkable in him as a sincere love of piety. The eminent virtue of
Elizabeth gave him the highest esteem for her person. However, he
seldom saw or spoke to her, even in public, and never in private, till the
question was one day put to him, what his thoughts were with regard to
marrying her, and he was told what rumours were spread in the court to
her disadvantage. Hereat he expressed much displeasure and said, that
he prized her virtue above all the mountains of gold and rubies that the
world could afford. Forthwith he sent her, by a nobleman, a glass,
garnished with precious stones of inestimable value, with two crystals
opening on each side; in the one of which was a looking-glass, on the
other a figure of Christ crucified was most curiously wrought And not
long after he solemnized his marriage with her, and the ceremony was
performed with the utmost pomp and with extraordinary public rejoicings.
The stream of public applause followed the favour of the prince; the whole
court expressed the most profound veneration for the saint, and all thtc